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Synopsis

Lincoln is in a jam when his basketball team at his new school--where the students are rich and
mostly white--faces his old team from the barrio on the boards. How can he play his best against his

friends? No matter who wins, it looks like it will be lose-lose for Lincoln.
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Customer Reviews

This touchingly realistic story explores the divided loyalties of a Hispanic basketball player who has
recently moved from a poor neighborhood to a more affluent one. Initially, eighth grader Lincoln
feels like a traitor when he plays ball for the predominantly white school he now attends. To make
matters worse, his new coach seems to hold a grudge against both Lincoln and his former school,
Franklin Junior High. As a game against Franklin approaches, tension mounts and Lincoln
experiences clashes with several people, including some teammates. But he manages to have fun
on the night of the big game and eventually makes peace with his friends. Once again, Soto (
Baseball in April ) masterfully conveys the Hispanic-American experience, and readers will respect
Lincoln’s values and good sportsmanship. Ultimately, the boy learns to adjust to a new situation and
accept new challenges without compromising his individuality. Ages 8-12. Copyright 1991 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Grade 5-7-- This light but appealing story deals with cultural differences, moving, and basketball.

Eighth-grader Lincoln Mendoza and his mother have just moved from a San Francisco barrio to a



wealthy, predominantly white suburb. He misses his Hispanic friends, the noise, camaraderie, and
even the dirt and fights in his old neighborhood. Having made first-string on the basketball team, he
finds that the coach dislikes him for no good reason. Plot development hinges on an upcoming
game between his new school and the old one. As the big day approaches, Lincoln cannot decide
which team he wants to win. He’s not sure where he truly belongs, but the game helps to clarify this
for him. Readers will easily understand the boy’s dilemma. The conflicts of old vs. new and Hispanic
vs. white culture are clearly delineated. So is the fact that the differences are not as great as they
first appear. Lincoln is a typical adolescent: energetic, likable, moody at times, but adaptable. Other
characters are less finely drawn. The coach is the stereotypical obnoxious jock. Lincoln’s divorced
mother works hard and tries to be a good parent. Her boyfriend Roy is a minor player but he helps
Lincoln to deal with his problems. Because of its subject matter and its clear, straightforward prose,
the book will be especially good for reluctant readers. A glossary of Spanish words appears at the
end of the book. --Bruce Anne Shook, Mendenhall Middle School, Greensboro, Copyright 1991

Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
Classroom library

| bought a classroom set of Taking Sides and have used it for many years. The book has a good
plot; character development is excellent; numerous references to Latino words and culture; and
social justice issues.

Great book

This Mexican-American story is a great piece of literature. It's easy to read and it gives children of

Mexican heritage an engaging story with a character whose traditions they can share in.

perfect

My son loved this book!

Great book

Great product . Fast shipping. Thanks
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